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GREAT COCKY COUNT 2012 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: I want to report back from the meeting of the WA 
branch of Birdlife Australia that I went to on Monday evening at the ecology centre in Bold Park. I am a member 
of that organisation and it was an important meeting because it reported back on the Great Cocky Count 2012. I 
have spoken in this place, as other members have, about the plight of the black cockatoo. Birdlife Australia has 
been active in monitoring black cockatoos, including the annual count of the number of Carnaby’s cockatoos in 
roost sites. The 2011 count reported a significant drop in cockatoo numbers from the 2010 count—a drop of 
about 38 per cent. Therefore, those of us who are very concerned about the plight of the endangered black 
cockatoos were keen to see what this year’s count produced. I was out there that evening in April last year 
counting cockatoos roosting adjacent to the Underwood Bushland in Floreat, so I had a personal interest as well. 
The report made at the meeting on Monday states — 

The survey confirmed there has been a statistically significant decline in the number of Carnaby’s in the 
Swan Region, down 40% to 4036 counted in 2012. In the Greater Perth Region, there has been a 
statistically significant decrease of almost 40% from 2010. Numbers remained relatively stable between 
2011 and 2012. 

I guess that the news could have been worse, but the report also states — 

Counts from 38 roosts monitored over three years in the Swan Region found a statistically significant 
decline of 58% in the number of Carnaby’s counted since 2010. 

The report further states — 

The most important threats to Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo are increasing rates of loss, degradation and 
fragmentation of habitat. The decrease in number of Carnaby’s counted in the Swan Region since 2010, 
with no significant improvement since 2011, may indicate the impact of continued habitat loss and 
degradation. It is crucial to halt critical feeding and roosting habitat clearance within the Swan Region, 
and to protect and better manage existing habitat across the species’ range. 

Therefore, this report shows that the significant decline that occurred since 2001 was not some sort of statistical 
error, or it is looking less likely to be a statistical error, as was suggested, I think, by the Department of 
Environment and Conservation or perhaps by the minister last year when the Cocky Count for that year was 
announced. This year there is still a 40 per cent decline. This seems to be a permanent change, and a significant 
one for these threatened birds. I thought it was important to bring to the attention of the house that the situation 
with Carnaby’s cockatoo is still dire, and we need to stop clearing their habitat basically—there is no other way 
of looking at it. 
On that subject, I want to mention a significant win also this week with regard to the habitat for Carnaby’s 
cockatoo, and probably also the habitat for the red-tailed black cockatoo and Baudin’s black cockatoo—that is, 
Helms forest block, which is a little way south of Nannup. I was at Helms block the weekend before last with a 
group of conservationists and locals who are very concerned about the impending logging in Helms block. There 
were approximately 100 people in Helms block at that weekend, and there was a lot of concern, because that 
block is adjacent to a significant rehabilitation area for black cockatoos. There is a local couple who rehabilitate 
particularly red-tailed black cockatoos, and when injured birds get to a certain stage in their rehabilitation, they 
release them into the forest so that they can learn to feed again and become independent. It is, therefore, 
important that there are good areas of forest in the immediate area in which these birds can rehabilitate. In the 
last few days, as a result of community action, with people going into Helms forest block and doing a citizen’s 
inspection of the area, the Conservation Commission of Western Australia has agreed to reassess whether this 
area is correctly identified as being not old growth. What the community inspection showed, and what a lot of 
local people knew, is that this area was logged only minimally, with hand-held saws, a long time ago. Therefore, 
it is forest that is in very good condition. It has beautiful mature marri and jarrah trees, which I saw when I 
walked through it a couple of weekends ago and also earlier. The Conservation Commission has responded to 
this community request and will be reassessing the area to see whether it meets the old-growth classification, in 
which case it will not be logged.  

That is a great outcome for community persistence in nominating Helms block for reassessment by the 
Conservation Commission, and the Conservation Commission is to be congratulated also for inspecting the area 
and making the decision to further assess it. But also, significantly, the Forest Products Commission had 
assessed this area prior to its decision to progress with logging and had basically written off this area as needing 
no further action; that is, it basically had assessed that it was not old growth. I guess it will now rest with the 
Conservation Commission to make that assessment. At the very least, it will delay the logging operations. I hope 
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sincerely that it will ensure that this area, which was so minimally logged a significant time ago, will be 
preserved. That will be a significant win for the Western Australian Forest Alliance. It will also be a win for 
cockatoo rehabilitation, and for Dave and Dee Patterson, who are doing an amazing job in rescuing and 
rehabilitating black cockatoos.   
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